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ABSTRACT: Copper-catalyzed cross-coupling of substituted
allylboronic acids with α-diazoketones was studied. This allylation
reaction is highly regioselective, providing the branched allylic
product. The process involves creation of a new C(sp3)−C(sp3)
bond by retaining the keto functional group of the α-diazoketone
precursor.

Allylboration is a very powerful method in selective organic
synthesis.1 The most widely used application is allylbora-

tion of carbonyl compounds2 and imines,1a,2a,g,3 to obtain
homoallylic alcohols and amines. A new emerging area involves
transition metal catalyzed cross-coupling reactions involving
allylboron species. The research group of Miyaura4 and our
group5 published independently cross-coupling reactions
employing alkyl−allyl and crotyl boronates with aryl halides.
Both studies pointed out that the cross-coupling reactions
selectively gave the branched allylic product using appropriate
ligands. This is surprising, since palladium-catalyzed allylic
substitutions usually provide the corresponding linear allylic
isomer.6 Recently, the groups of Buchwald7 and Organ8 have
studied the regioselectivity of the process with particular atten-
tion on the prenylation reactions. These authors found that the
regioselectivity can be efficiently controlled by choice of the
ligands and the additives of the reaction. In a very recent study
the groups of Crudden9 and Aggarwal9b studied the regio-
and stereochemistry of this interesting reaction using chiral
allylboronate substrates. In addition Morken and co-workers
published useful palladium-catalyzed allyl−allyl cross-coupling
reactions10 and nickel-catalyzed conjugate addition to enones11

based on allylboronates.
As a part of our research program on studying the synthesis

and application of allylboronates,2a−c,5,12 we decided to extend
the synthetic scope of the cross-coupling reactions of allylboron
species. Considering the above successful Suzuki−Miyaura and
allyl−allyl coupling reactions, we focused our attention on
other types of C−C bond-forming cross-couplings involv-
ing organoboronates. Inspired by the seminal cross-coupling
reactions of aryl- and vinyl boronates with α-diazoketones by
Barluenga13 and Wang,14 we chose to investigate the coupling
of allylboronic acid derivatives.
Initially, we attempted a coupling reaction of the readily

available cinnamyl boronate12b,15 1a and α-diazoketone 2a
under mild conditions in CH2Cl2. The reaction without any
catalyst or using Pd-catalyst did not result in any product
(Table 1, entries 1−2). However, when we employed CuI
or CuTC catalysts, traces of the branched coupling product 3a
were formed (entries 3−4). The major product arose from

dimerization of 2a, affording 4. Heating the reaction to 50 °C
or changing the solvent to toluene did not alter the results
(entries 5−6). Application of acid catalysis,2a,16 which is usually
suitable for activation of allyl-Bpin compounds, did not increase
the amount of the coupling product 3a (entries 7−8). Addition
of base was not efficient either (entry 9). These studies
suggested that cinnamyl-Bpin 1a is not reactive enough for
synthetically useful cross-coupling with diazoketones. Our
recent studies indicated that allylboronic acids are much
more reactive in allylboration of ketones and imines than allyl-
Bpin compounds.2b,c,12d,e Therefore, we decided to employ
cinnamylboronic acid 1b instead of 1a in the cross-coupling
reaction (eqs 1−4). When the reaction was performed
with cinnamylboronic acid 1b under the above mild conditions
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Table 1. Attempted Coupling of Cinnamyl-Bpin 1a with
α-Diazoketone 2aa

entry solvent catalyst additive 3a (%)b 4 (%)b

1 CH2Cl2 − − 0 0
2 CH2Cl2 Pd(PP3)4 − 0 0
3 CH2Cl2 Cul − <5 74
4 CH2Cl2 CuTC − <5 69
5c CH2Cl2 CuTC − <5 64
6 toluene CuTC − <5 61
7 CH2Cl2 CuTC BF3·Et2O <5 24
8 CH2Cl2 CuTC PhCOOH <5 82
9 CH2Cl2 CuTC NaOMe <5 0

aUnless otherwise stated a mixture of 1a (0.12 mmol), 2a (0.1 mmol),
catalyst (10 mol %), and the additive (10 mol %) in CH2Cl2 (0.5 mL)
was stirred at rt for 4 h. bThe yield was determined by 1H NMR using
naphthalene as an internal standard. cThe reaction was performed at
50 °C.
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(rt, 4 h in CH2Cl2) in the absence of catalyst, no reaction was
observed (eq 1). However, at 50 °C we obtained homoallyl
alcohol derivative 5, which was certainly formed by allyl-
boration of the keto group2b,c followed by hydrolysis of the
terminal diazo functional group by residual water. Using a Pd-
catalyst under mild conditions mainly led to protodeborylation
of 1b and formation of several other products, except cross-
coupling product 3a (eq 2). We could not observe any reaction
in the presence of CuI (eq 3).
We found that the desired coupling can be achieved with a

high yield using cinnamylboronic acid 1b and α-diazoketone 2a
in the presence of CuTC as a catalyst at room temperature (eq 4).
The process is highly regioselective, as only the branched
regioisomer 3a was formed. Thus, the regioslectivity is the
same as that in the analogous Suzuki−Miyaura coupling of
allylboronic acids5 and, interestingly, the same as usually found in
the reaction of allylboronates with carbonyl compounds1b,2b,c

and with imines.12d,e

The above experiments (Table 1 and eqs 1−4) suggest that
allylboronic acids (such as 1b) are more reactive than allyl-Bpin
compounds (such as 1a) for cross-coupling with α-diazoketones.
In the presence of CuTC catalyst, cinnamylboronic acid 1b
reacted under mild conditions without additives and without
formation of dimerization product 4. Thus, in further studies we
employed allylboronic acids 1b−d with various α-diazocarbonyl
compounds to explore the synthetic scope of the reaction (Table 2).
The functional group tolerance of the reaction is remarkable.
Despite the high electrophilicity of the allylboronic acids,12d,e

the keto group in all products remained unchanged. The reaction
proceeds smoothly in the presence of aromatic bromo (2b) and
methoxy (2d) substituents in the diazoketones (entries 2, 5−6).
We were able to employ even a diazoketone with an aliphatic
substituent (2c, entry 3). In this case the reaction was conducted
at lower temperature (−20 °C → 0 °C) than the above pro-
cesses to avoid formation of side products.
The successful cross-coupling of 1b with 2c, resulting in 3c,

is a remarkable reaction. This process is both acid sensitive
(decomposition of the diazo compound), base sensitive
(decomposition of the allylboronic acid and aldol condensation
of 2c), and oxidation sensitive (oxidation of the allylboronic
acid). The successful accomplishment of this cross-coupling
was probably due to the fact that, with the exception of CuTC,
the reaction does not require additives, such as a Lewis base/
acid activator and an oxidant for regeneration of the catalyst.
Similarly to cinnamylboronic acid 1b, octyl boronic acid 1c also
reacted with high branched selectivity with α-diazoketones 2a,
2b, and 2d (entries 4−6). The reactions resulted in 3d−f with

high yields without allylation of the keto functional group.
Geraniol boronic acid 1d also reacted readily with 2a, affording
3g (entry 7), which is impressive, as this process involves for-
mation of a quaternary center. Formation of the linear isomer
(product with α-selectivity, which does not have a quaternary
center) could not be observed in the crude reaction mixture.

Table 2. Cross-Coupling of Allylboronic Acids with
α-Diazoketonesa

aUnless otherwise stated a mixture of 1b−d (0.12 mmol), 2a−g
(0.1 mmol), and CuTC (10 mol %) was stirred in CH2Cl2 (0.5 mL)
at rt. bIsolated yields. cThe reaction mixture of 1b (0.2 mmol), 2c
(0.1 mmol), and CuTC (20 mol %) was stirred at −20 °C for 3 h and
then at 0 °C for 1 h at rt. d1d (0.2 mmol), 2a (0.1 mmol), and CuTC
(10 mol %) were used. eThe reaction was performed at 0 °C. fThe
ratio of the diastereomers was determined from the crude product by
1H NMR. g1c (0.05 mmol), 2e (0.1 mmol), and CuTC (10 mol %)
were used. hThe reaction was performed at 45 °C.
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We have briefly investigated the stereoselectivity of the
process using disubstituted diazoketones 2e−g (entries 8−11).
Most of the reactions (entries 8−10) were conducted at 0 °C
to increase the diastereoselectivity. The reaction of cinnamyl-
boronic acid 1b and 2e proceeded with high diastereoselectiv-
ity, as the ratio of the stereoisomers (determined by 1H NMR)
was 9:1. The stereoselectivity was assigned on the basis of
the published structure17 of the major diastereomer 3h. This
indicates a trans stereoselectivity for the cross-coupling reac-
tion. The same stereoselectivity was observed for the allyl-
boration of aldehydes,2a ketones,2b,c and imines12d with allyl-
boronic acids. The stereoselectivity of the reaction is lower with
1c than with cinnamyl boronic acid 1b, as the ratio of the
stereoisomers was 3:1 (entry 9). An obvious explanation is that
the pentyl moiety in 1c exerts a weaker stereoinduction effect
than the phenyl group in 1b. The bromo-analog of 2e reacted
also with trans selectivity with cinnamylboronic acid 1b (entry 10).
However, the diastereoselectivity of the reaction with 2f
was somewhat lower than that with 2e. α-Keto diazoester 2g
reacted sluggishly with cinnamylboronic acid 1b. The reaction
was very slow at 0 °C or at rt; therefore, the reaction was con-
ducted at an elevated temperature (45 °C). Possibly because
of the elevated temperature, the stereoselectivity of the process
is poor. Yet, the regioselectivity and the yield of the reaction
are high.
Currently the detailed mechanism of the cross-coupling

reaction of allylboronic acids with diazoketones is unclear and
requires further investigation and modeling studies. The
mechanism is probably very different from the Pd-catalyzed
cross-coupling of vinyl- and arylboronic acid with diazo com-
pounds,14 as the above process (eq 4 and Table 2) does not
require an external oxidant, indicating that the process is redox
neutral.
In the cross-coupling reaction of 1b and 2 an additional

hydrogen is also added to the product (3). We attempted to
explore the source of this hydrogen by a deuterium labeling
experiment (eq 5). When 3 equiv of D2O were added to the

reaction mixture of 1b and 3a under the usual reaction
conditions (Table 2, entry 1), we observed about 20%
deuterium uptake at the COCH2 group of 3a (eq 5). This
indicates that the reaction involves a protonation step. The
reaction is carried out under dry/inert conditions. Formation of
boroxin from 1b under dry conditions is well documented.2b

Thus, a possible proton source under the cross-coupling reac-
tion is water produced by the boroxin formation. We could not
observe any deuterium uptake, when the solvent was changed
from CH2Cl2 to CD2Cl2 under the usual reaction conditions
(Table 2, entry 1).
CuTC has been used as an efficient catalyst in coupling reac-

tions of α-diazoketones. Lacour and co-workers18 have shown
that CuTC is a particularly effective catalyst for decomposition
of diazo reagents. It is well established that copper reagents
readily form copper carbenes from diazo compounds.19

Some of the copper carbenes formed in these processes have
been isolated and fully characterized.20 It was shown that
α-diazocarbonyl compounds particularly easily undergo copper
carbene formation, as the loss of N2 is facilitated by chelation

control.19,21 Therefore, we suggest that the first step of the
cross-coupling is formation of copper carbene (such as 5) from
α-diazoketone (such as 2a) and CuTC (eq 6). Formation of
dimeric product 4 (Table 1) in the nonproductive reactions
in the presence of 1a also suggests an initial Cu-carbene
formation.

The reaction may also involve formation of Cu(I)-allyl
species before or after the formation of Cu-carbenes. Formation
of Cu(I)-allyl species has also been suggested22 or observed23

from suitable Cu-sources and metal-allyl reagents. However, the
origin of the high branched selectivity of the process is still unclear.
In summary, we have presented the first catalytic cross-

coupling of allylboronic species with α-diazoketones. The
presented CuTC catalyzed process leads to formation of a new
C(sp3)−C(sp3) bond with clean γ-selectivity. The reaction
exclusively gives the branched allylic isomer, and using geraniol
boronic acid, a quaternary carbon center can be selectively
formed. The reaction has a remarkable tolerance toward the
carbonyl group of the α-diazoketone. Because of the mild,
neutral, and nonoxidative reaction conditions, both aromatic
and aliphatic diazoketones and allylboronic acids can be
employed. The stereoselectivity of the reaction is dependent
on the substrates. The reaction of cinnamyl boronic acid 1b and
2e proceeds with excellent trans stereoselectivity. The pre-
sented reaction will extend the synthetic scope of the appli-
cation of allylboron species.10,24 It also provides a new com-
plementary method for C(sp3)−C(sp3) bond formation for
synthesis of branched homoallyl carbonyl compounds.25
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